Top 10 Arguments For & Against the TPPA

‘

’

The TPPA is a trade deal that has been negotiated in secret by New Zealand, the US and ten other
countries for the past 5 years. This factsheet summarises the pros and cons for New Zealand signing
up to the TPPA. For more detail on all these points see factsheets #1-8.
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2. By signing, New Zealand
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5. Principles for increased
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to keep profits in New Zealand.
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6. No longer the serious violation on
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7. Support for open data flows

7. 20 year extension in copyright

and competition in the

terms will cost the consumer at

telecommunications market.

least $55 million a year.

8. Exception in relation to plants

8. Criminal liability for breaking

“

because of significance of indigenous

”

digital locks

plants to Māori (not guaranteed)

on content, even

content you have paid for.

9. Leaves rights and interests of Māori

9. The TPPA features a Treaty of

vulnerable to foreign states and

Waitangi exception clause.

corporations who have no obligations
under the Treaty of Waitangi.

10. In order to be included in the
10. Reduced customs clearing
TPPA, NZ has to change our laws to
times, which would facilitate trade.
be more like US laws.

In pro-TPPA rhetoric, the deal is marketed as a

”

agreement.

“

21st century

But one has to ask, if this 21st century trade

agreement undercuts democratic processes at home and
abroad, and is kept secret from the public and our elected
officials during negotiations while being open to lobbyists, who
does the 21st century belong to?

Will people and governments

be allowed to protect public health and the environment

–

or

defend indigenous rights and affordable medicines? Or will
corporate lobbyists set the terms?

Our hope is that these fact

sheets will help you to participate in that decision.
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